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MOBILIZING MSM and ALLIES 

Prior to the Partnership Forum, B-Change and the MSMGF conducted a small online 
survey to better understand perceptions of and involvement with Global Fund activities. 
The results of this survey are attached. They were also presented to MSM, advocates, 
allies and members of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM) 
secretariat at the start of the week in São Paulo to help inform advocacy efforts. The 
survey results were also shared with Pangaea Global AIDS Foundation, who has led the 
evaluation of the Global Fund’s Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) strategy. 

On the first evening of the Partnership Forum, the MSMGF hosted a dinner gathering 
and strategizing session for MSM and allies. The dinner and networking aspects were 
enriching, but the strategizing session suffered from low-energy due to travel fatigue. 
Nonetheless more than 25 people were present, including MSM from various regions, 
transgender advocates, four board members from the Asia Pacific Coalition on Male 
Sexual Health (APCOM), and staff from the Global Fund. In addition to the opportunity to 
meet other advocates, a key result of the gathering was that participants strategized to 
have presence across each of the thematic breakout tracks throughout the week of the 
Partnership Forum (PF). This allowed for greater advocacy about the needs and 
contributions of MSM throughout the week’s many deliberations. Advocates also agreed 
to hold an early morning caucus mid-week. 

 

OVERVIEW of Key Highlights from the Partnership Forum 

The following are key points that were raised throughout the week: 

• Consistent call from constituents to sustain funding for Most At-Risk Populations 
(MARPs) and SOGI 

• Equally consistent call from delegates for "exit strategies" to be developed that 
support transition to full country ownership and investment, not just dependency on 
resources from the Global Fund 

• Calls for interventions that are effective, evidence informed (and the need to 
generate better evidence through increased research), right-based, context-specific 
(there is a need to acknowledge that in some instances “evidence” on MARPs 
epidemics may not exist due to discriminatory polices and/or practices, hence 



Country Coordination Mechanisms (CCMs) and the GFATM are urged to take a 
proactive stance to ensure services are reaching those who need them most)  

• Recognition of the need for involvement of key populations at all levels as their 
involvement ensures uptake of services 

• Recognition of the need for greater partnerships across different sectors and the 
early involvement of multiple stakeholders 

• Recognition that strengthening the responses to the three diseases also helps with 
Health Systems Strengthening (HSS) 

• Calls for greater managerial oversight and cultural competency at all levels, 
especially CCM and Technical Review Panels (TRP) 

• Calls for more Community Systems Strengthening (CSS), and improved 
understanding throughout GFATM of the implications of the GFATM support for CSS 

• Over 30 Parliamentarians from around the world participated in the Partnership 
Forum. They adopted a comprehensive statement entitled the ‘São Paulo 
Parliamentary Declaration On Access To Medicines And Other Pharmaceutical 
Products.’ They agreed to work with civil society to promote the declaration in both 
local and international advocacy efforts. The declaration is attached. 

• A dilemma existed between delegates calling for the GFATM to stop funding for 
programs that violate human rights, compared to calls for funding policies that do 
not adversely affect/penalize the end-users who are in need of treatment  

• The GFATM Advocacy Network was announced with the intent to build critical mass 
in support of full replenishment of GFATM resources 

 

• As noted above, MSM and transgender advocates were well-networked, through 
email introduction prior to the PF and the advertisement of the dinner and 
strategizing session. As a result: 

1.    Advocates caucused mid-week to course correct and further strategize in response 
to evolving deliberations at the Partnership Forum 

2.    Advocates were spread out across the five working tracks to ensure representation 
and the caucus provided space to debrief what happened in different tracks 

3.    Supportive language and direct reference to the GFATM SOGI strategy were 
successfully integrated into each of the recommendations that will be presented to the 
GFATM Board as a result of the PF 

 

FUTURE NEEDS and OPPORTUNITIES 

• Advocate for greater participation and support for transgender people in GFATM 
activities 



• Advocate for GFATM Strategy for people who use drugs (would be wise to seek 
broad terms of reference that encompass the various drug-use modes prevalent 
among MSM and transgender people)  

• Advocate for GFATM Strategies on sex work  
• More recognition that multi-country grants have merit and do not necessarily 

duplicate work in country – more can be done to encourage MSM and transgender 
networks to apply for such funds 

• CSS framework to be reviewed and greater resources will be required to widely train 
communities on the CSS framework, which can lead to stronger CSS proposals and 
program components 


